
STATE OF WISCONSIN
TOWN OF RED CEDAR

COUNTY OF DUNN

TOWN OF REID CEDAR DOG ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE NO.: 2Ot6 - tz
It is hereby ordained by the Town Board of the Town of Red cedar, Dunn county, wisconsin, as follows:

Section 1 - State Statutes Adopted
wisconsin statutes 5 95 (Animal Health), 173 (Animals: Humane officers), 174 (Dogs), and 951 (crimes Against

Animals), are adopted by reference. lf there is a conflict be ween the provisions of wisconsin statutes and thisordinance, the provisions of this ordinarrce shall apply except in those cases where state Statutes are preemptive.

Section 2 - Purpose
This ordinance is hereby adopte<j in the interest of promoting the public's health, safety ancl welfare and inprotection of the Town's animal population. Dogs which are unlicensed, running at large, disturbing the peace, or areowned or harbored in violation of this ordinance, are detrimental to the public'i health, safety and welfare and are

declared to be a public nuisance.

Sea-tion 3 - LicerisEng of Dogs; Rabies Vaccination Required
A' All dogs over five months of age must be licensed pursuant to Town regulations and wis. stats. S 113 and 174.

No person shall own any dog within the Tovun limits or permit any dog on any property legally owned kry theperson for a period of more than 30 days unless such dog is licensed. All persons owning or keepirig dogs withinthe Town shall contact the Town Treasurer lFor information on obtaining a license. Dog licenses are valid for theyear issued and expire on December 31* of each year. Dog licenses are to be purchased on an annual basis after
January L$ or on or before the date during the year the dog becomes five months of age. proof of rabies
vaccination (a copy of an up-to-dilte Rabies vaccination certificate) is required before a license will be issued. Alate fee will be assessed if a dog owner fails to obtain a license prior to April 1-'t of each year, or within 30 days cfacquiring ownership of a Iicensable dog or establishing residency in the Town of Red cedar. Additional fines anclpenalties may be established under the Town schedule of Fees and Citation ordinance No. 20,15-6. These fees
may be increased from time to time by resolution of the Town Board. The license fees collected shall be dividecl
among the Town, county and state as provirJed in section 174.o8and L74.o9 of the Wisconsin statutes. otherpenalties for nonpayment of license fees or other violations of chapter 174 may be imposed.

B' Rabies vaeeination' The owner of a dog shall have the dog vaccinated against rabies by a veteriinarian pr:rsuant
to Wisconsin Statutes.

C' The owner of any dog shall keep a valid tag :;ecurely fastened to the dog's collar 6r harness which must be worn
by the dog at all times except when the dog for which the license is issued is indoors or covered by an exception
in this Ordinance or in Wisconsin :statute L7rl.

Section 4 - Regulation of Dogs
A' Running at Large Prohibited. No owner of any dog shall permit such dog to run at large within the Town. A dog

shall not be considered to be at large if accompanied by the owner while walking or is secured to a leash, chain
or rope, under the control of any person, or iif confined within a fenced enclosure. A dog shall not kre considerecl
to be at large if it is actively engaged in a leg;rl hunting activity, including training, if the dog is monitored or
supervised by a person and the dog is on land that is open to hunting or on land on which ihe person has
obtained permission to hunt or to train a dog. Every law enforcement officer, Town Board member, or animal
warden shall apprehend any dog running at large contrary to this section, and shall confine the same to an
appropriate dog pound. A reasonable attempt shall be made to contact the dog owner. own,ers are encouraged



B.

to have microchips implanted to'| prove ownership. The owner of any dog so confined in the dog pound mayreclairn the same upon the paynlent of all r:osts and charges incurred by the Town in apprehending and keepingsaid dog' Dogs not reclaimed by their owners will be disposed of pursuant to wis. Stats. S r7-] and r74.
Animal warden' The Town may contract for the services of an animal warden who shall be designated as Animalwarden of the Town' said contract may in,clude provisions for using facilities owned or maintained by saidanimal warden as and for Town dog pound.

Unlicensed Dogs' Any law enforr:ement officer, the animal warden or Town Board member may apprehend an,yunlicensed dog pursuant to this Ordinance and Wis. Stats. S I73 and I74-

Dangerous Dogs. "Dangerous Dog" means iany dog which at to human beings or toother domestic animals by virtuer of a known history by an e so as tor cause bodilyharm. Dangerous Dog also includes a dog trained, owned se of dog fighting.

(1) A dog shall not be deemed d'ngerous solely because of an incident where:a. lt bites, attacks or menaces anyone assaulting its owner.b' lt bites, attacks or menaces a tresprasser on the property of the owner of the property.c' lt bites, attacks or menaces any person (or other animal) who has tormented or abused it.d' lt is acting in defense of an attack from a person or other animal upon its owner or other person.e' lt is protecting or defentJing its yoLrng or another animal on its own home territory.

Barking Dogs; Nuisance Dogs. No, person shall harbor any dog within his care or custody which shallcontinuously bark or create a continuous or intermittent noise or disturbance, or allow such animals to maKeany unusual or unnecessary noise to the disllurbance of the neighborhood, or to people passing upon theroadways' No person shall harbor any dog which is at large or Ly frequent and habitual howling, yelping,barking, or other noise, shall cause serious annoyance or disturbance to persons or to a neighborhood orhabitually pursues any vehicle upon any pubrlic street or highway.

Dogs Infected with Rabies. Pursuant to wis. stat.s 95.21, any law enforcement officer, animal warden, or TowrrBoard member who has reason to believe a dog may be infected with rabies, may take lawful steps to captureand quarantine a dog, or if quarantine and ciapture is not possible, the raw enforcement officer, animal warden,or Town Board member may kill such dog.

(1) Any person who suspects that a dog is infected with rabies shalr report his or her suspicion to a lawenforcement officer, the animal warden, or Town Board member, describing the dog and giving the name of,the owner, if known.

(2) No person shall knowingly harbor or keep any dog infected with rabies or any dog known to have beenbitten by a dog known to have been infer:ted with rabies, or fail to report to a law enforcelrnent officer,animal warden or Town Board Member the existence of a dog which he or she knows to he infected withrabies.

Dog which Bites Persons' Every owner or keeper of a dog and every other person who knowsi that a dog hasbitten any person shall immediately report such fact to the Dunn county sheriff,s Department.

Abandonment, Mistreatment or cruelty Prohibited. lt shall be unlawful for anyone to knowingly abandon orabuse any dog' Each person who does abandon or abuse knowingly or willingly permits this abandonment orabuse or aids in the a of any animal shall be in violation of this chapter and shall be subjectto the penalties as he tiicn, the provisions of wis. Stat S 951 may be enforced by a l-awEnforcement Officer, wn Board member.
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t. Dog Fighting. Canine or canine hybrid fighting is prohibited.

Duties of all Dog Owners.

(1) For the purposes of this ordinance, a dog "owner" includes any person who owns, harbors, keeps orcontrois an animal, whether that persorn claims o rnership or not.

(3) lt shall be the duty of every owner of any dog, or anyone having any dog in their possession or custody, toensure that the animal is kept under restraint and that reasonable care and p."..J"nl; ;k"";;prevent the dog from leaving, while un;rttended, the real property limits of its owner, possessor orcustodian.

(4) lt shall be the duty of the owner of any dog or anyone having a dog in their possession to keep the animalunder restraint and control at all times while the animal is off the real property limits of the owner,possessor or custodian.

(5) Failure to keep any dog confil"red or under restraint as provided for in this ordinance shall be unlawful andshall be punishable as herein provided.

(6) Any violation of this ordinance that would be, by the literal language of this ordinance, a violation by a dogis deemed a violation by the owner of that dog.

Penalties.

(1) Citations' Any Town Board mc'mber, the Town Animal control officer if one exists, and any Law Enforcemenrofficer marT issue citations for any violation of this ordinance pursuant to the Town citation ordinance,

(2) First offense' Any person wh'o shall viol;ate any provision of this ordinance is subject to fines outlined in theTowns current Schedule of Fines and Cit;rtions Ordinance.

(3) Second offense' Any person found guilt'y of violating any provision of this ordinance who has previouslybeen convicted of a violation ()f the samt: ordinance offense within one year of the date r:f suclr convictionshall' upon such second convir:tion, forfeit a fine as outlined in the Towns current schedule of Fines andCitations Ordinance.

t-' 
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violations' Each violation and each day a violation continues or occurs shall constitute a separate

(5) In addition to any forfeiture imposed, an animal owner who allows an animal to run at large or to otherwisebe in violation of this chapter s;hall be required to pay all costs the Town incurs in enforcing this chapter,including but not limited to costs for aninral pickup, kenneling, boarding, impound fees, on 
'ther 

costsrelated to dealing with the anirnal which is in violation of this chapter. lf costs are not paid, the Town shallbill the animal owner for all costs incurrerc by the Town. lf the animar owner does not pay said c'sts within30 days' pursuant to its authority under wis. Stat. 5 66.0627,the Town shall impose said costs as a specialcharge against any real estate'rruhere the animal resides, or is being harbored oi t"pt. said special charge
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shall become a lien upon the property for collection along with real property taxes. Landlords shall benotified of renter violations. All relevant correspondence sent to the renter will also be sent to the landlord.

(6) olher Enforcement' Nothing in this ordinance shall preclude the Town from maintaining any appropriate

Sttj:#[:"ding 
an action frcr injunctive relief, to prevent or remove a violation of any piouiston of this

Section 5 - lnterpretation
The provisions of this ordinance shall be lillerally construed in favor of the protection of the health, safety and

#|]::"T:??:rT.:: ill^"#nlown, 
and shall not be construed to be a timitation or repear orany other power now

Section 5 - Severability and Conflict
lf any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this ordinance is for any reason held invalicj orunconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a-separate, distinct andindependent provision and such holding shall not aFfect the validity of the remaining portions. This ordinance is notintended to repeal or overrule any other existing ondinance or Town regufation, except that where a conflict betweenthis ordinance and another ordinance occurs, the provisions of this ordinance shall applyi

Section 7 - Effbetive Date
Following passage by the Town Board, this lJrdinance shall take effect the day after the date of publication asprovided by Wis. Stat. S 60.S0(2) and (3).

of Red cedar 
""tn" /d4 orv ot

The foregoing,Town
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t:1{ Do8rordin2n:,"yt. enacted by a majority vote of the Town Board of the Town
2016.
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